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Blood Transfusions and Armageddon
            When discussing various aspects of JehovahÕs 
Witness doctrine, one could literally spend months 
looking at the details. Of course, the scope of this 
study is not that broad. There are a number of things 
we will not get to, due to time and space 
requirements. But, what has been presented should be 
enough to give the student a basic overview of 
JehovahÕs Witness doctrines and beliefs. For more in-
depth study, refer to the citations listed at the 
conclusion of each lesson. In this lesson, we will 
discuss two more areas of JehovahÕs Witness 
teaching: Their beliefs on blood transfusions and 
their beliefs on when the end of time will take place.

Blood transfusions:

            Since 1945, JehovahÕs Witnesses have taught 
that the obtaining of blood transfusions is unlawful 
for the Christian. They are not opposed to medical 
treatment, just blood transfusions. In promoting this 
doctrine, they appeal to a number of scriptures Ð 
mainly out of the Old Testament. Genesis 9:3-5; 
Leviticus 3:17; 7:26-27; 17:10-14; and Deuteronomy 
12:16 are often used along with Acts 15:28-29 from 
the New Testament. These scriptures are woefully 
twisted out of context. It is another example of 
formulating a doctrine, and then looking for 
scriptures for backing. Every reference above 
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prohibits the eating of blood, not blood transfusions. 
The above references point to animal blood, not 
human blood. Finally, blood transfusions give life, not 
take it. Their scriptural objections to blood 
transfusions are a stretch!

            Most of the objection to blood transfusions 
comes from Watchtower literature. In the July 8, 1969 
issue of Awake, JehovahÕs Witnesses were presented 
with the following statement: Some say blood 
transfusions are harmless. Do you believe that? For 
forty years Robert Khoury was known as an honest 
man. Then he was given a blood transfusion after a 
fall. ÔI learned the donor was a thief,Õ Khoury told 
police. ÔWhen I recovered I found I had a terrible 
desire to steal.Õ And steal he did. He confessed to 
stealing $10,000 in six robberies over three months. 
Khoury threatened to sue the doctor who arranged 
the transfusion, if he receives a severe sentence for 
this thievery(Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 
1969). Ridiculous! When receiving a transfusion, a 
person does not acquire the personality traits of the 
individual who donated blood. If that were so, we 
would all desire blood transfusions from those who 
have made it in life.

            Recently, the Watchtower has not resorted to 
lame arguments like the one we read in the previous 
paragraph. We live in a more sophisticated and 
educated society than what we did forty years ago. 
The society has had to change their reasoning for 
objecting to blood transfusions. They now appeal to 
all the dangers associated with transfusions Ð scaring 
their members with stories of disease, HIV, and other 
health concerns associated with blood transfusions. 
Add in a few testimonials from doctors hired by the 
Society and it all sounds very credible. In an 
interview with Awake magazine one doctor is quoted, 
ÒBlood transfusions are basically no good, and we are 
very aggressive in avoiding them for everybody.Ó The 
article goes on to say; Òthe risks of disease 
transmission and immunomodulation offer clear 
evidence that we must find alternatives for all of our 
patientsÓ (Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 2000).  
JehovahÕs Witnesses are now promoting what they 
call bloodless medicine. Bloodless medicine includes 

blood salvaging, improved surgical techniques, and 
innovative surgical tools that result in a lessened 
amount of lost blood. They claim that patients who 
use bloodless medicine actually fare better than those 
who receive blood transfusions.

            JehovahÕs Witness doctrine on blood 
transfusions has led to grave consequences. In late 
2007 a young mother died after giving birth to twins 
because of a hemorrhage. JehovahÕs Witness doctrine 
prohibited her from receiving a blood transfusion that 
would have saved her life. A member of her local 
Kingdom Hall was quoted in the London Daily Mail, 
ÒThe basis of faith is that we follow commands from 
the scriptures and it is a scriptural command to 
abstain from blood. It is one of a number of things in 
the scriptures about things you can do and cannot do. 
It is, of course, up to the individual to decide how 
strongly to follow these requirements. I accept that 
the faith will receive criticism over this. Some of our 
beliefs do attract criticism. ÉChildren are always a 
priority. We respect life. We seek the best medical 
attention we can get but the requirement we have is 
that we do so without receiving blood. It is very sad 
and there is a lot of support for the familyÓ (Hull, 
Dolan, & Newling, 2007). Here is but one example 
where JehovahÕs Witness teaching led to a needless 
death. Now two children and their father will be left 
to pick up the pieces and raise a family without their 
mother. How sad!

Failed Predictions

            JehovahÕs Witnesses are under constant watch 
for the end times. Armageddon could come at any 
moment, and for this they must be prepared. Date 
setting and wild predictions have been the case, from 
the very beginning of the JehovahÕs Witness 
movement.  Charles T. Russell and Judge Rutherford 
believed that the year 1799 marked the beginning of 
the Òtime of the end.Ó Why 1799? They based their 
date on Daniel 12:5-7 along with a complicated 
process that arrived at the number 1799. In that year, 
Napoleon ended his fighting against Egypt and 
returned to France. In Russell and RutherfordÕs mind 
this was a key event signaling the beginning of the 
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end. With the beginning of the end in 1799, Russell believed that 1874 would be the date of the second coming. 
Russell wrote: ÒApplying thenÉa day for a year, 1335 days after 539 A.D. brings us to 1874 A.D., at which 
time, according to Biblical chronology, the LordÕs second presence is due. If this calculation is correct, from that 
time forward we ought to be able to find some evidences marking the LordÕs presenceÓ (Russell, The Harp of 
God, 1921). Of course, 1874 came and went with no return of the Lord. Well, notable return that is. Russell later 
claimed that Jesus did return in 1874, but only in a spiritual sense. This began a forty-year period of harvest, 
where Christians would need to prepare for Armageddon in 1914. ÒChrist came in the character of a Bridegroom 
in 1874Éat the beginning of the Gospel harvestÓ (Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, 1879).

            During these forty years of preparation, all ÒChristendomÓ would be struck down. God would withdraw 
His favor from all other churches and religious movements save JehovahÕs Witnesses. Russell testified that God 
had cast off the clergy and that he would be representative of truth. Beginning in 1881, Russell claimed he 
became ÒGodÕs watchman for all Christians and began his gigantic work of witness, (Russell, Studies in the 
Scriptures).

            In 1889, Russell wrote that Òin the coming twenty six years all present governments will be overthrown 
and dissolved,Ó (Russell, Studies in the Scriptures). He wrote that by October 1914 all earthly power and rule 
would be taken down and that there would be complete destruction of the political and financial functions of the 
entire world. ÒThe distillery, the brewery, the saloon, the brothel, the pool-room, all time-killing and character 
depraving business will be stopped; and their servants will be given something to do that will be beneficial to 
themselves and others. Similarly, the war-vessels, the manufacture of munitions of war and defense will cease, 
and armies will be disbanded. The new Kingdom will have no need of these, but will have abundant power to 
execute summary justice in the punishment of evildoers. The banking and brokerage business, and other like 
employments, very useful under present conditions, will no longer have a place; for under the new conditions 
the human race will be required to treat each other as members of one family. Landlords and renting agencies 
will need to find new employment also, because the new King will not recognize as valid patents and deeds now 
on recordÓ (Russell, Studies in the Scriptures).

            Of course, RussellÕs predictions did not ring true. By the end of 1914, Russell wrote, Òwe did not say 
positively that this would be the year,Ó Later he wrote, Òeven if the time of our change should not come within 
ten years, what more should we ask? Are we not a blessed, happy people? Is not our God faithful? If anyone 
knows anything better, let him take it. If any of you ever find anything better, we hope you will tell usÓ (Russell, 
Watchtower, 1914). The year 1914 is one of the greatest embarrassments of JehovahÕs Witnesses. In fact, so 
great of an embarrassment that they hardly speak of Charles T. Russell today, and have not published his books 
for many years.

            After RussellÕs death in 1916, JehovahÕs Witnesses went through a turbulent period, suffering from 
disillusionment from the failed predictions of 1914 and disagreement over the successor to Russell, Judge 
Rutherford. By 1920, Rutherford had successfully eliminated most of his opposition and began teaching that the 
end of the world would come about in 1925. In one writing he says, Òthe old word is ending and is therefore 
passing away, and that new order is coming in, and 1925 shall mark the resurrection of the faithful worthies of 
old and the beginning of reconstruction, we must reach the positive and indisputable conclusion that millions 
now living will never dieÓ (Rutherford, 1920). Based on this teaching, once again hundreds of JehovahÕs 
Witnesses sold their material possessions and homes, and waited for the LordÕs return. When Jesus failed to 
return in 1925, attention turned to 1929 and the society explained that 1925 was just Òthe beginningÓ of the 
LordÕs return. Sound familiar?
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To back up the imminent return of Christ, and other bible heroes, Rutherford purchased a mansion near 
San Diego, CA. Costing over $75,000 in 1929 dollars, the mansion featured a two-car garage, ten rooms, two 
stories, and landscaping that offered similar plants to what are found in Palestine. Moses, David, Abraham, and 
other notable bible heroes were to occupy this home, once they returned to earth. The home was complete with the 
latest luxuries of the day. Rutherford even had the home deeded to David, who had to prove that he was the 
biblical David of old. When someone asked how the Watchtower society would know it was David, they were told 
that he would appear in Òfrock coats, high hats, canes, and spatsÓ (Barnett, 1975).  Of course, David has yet to 
return. The mansion was quietly sold after RutherfordÕs death.  In 1954, Fred Franz spoke of the sale of the 
property: ÒThe Prophets had not yet come back to occupy it, to make use of it, and the Society had no use for it at 
the time, it was in charge of a caretaker, and it was causing expense, and our understanding of the Scriptures 
opened up more and more concerning the Princes, which will include those Prophets, and so the property was sold 
as serving no present purposeÓ (Barnett, 1975).

            By the late 1960Õs JehovahÕs Witnesses were looking forward to 1975 as the projected return of Christ. In 
Life Everlasting in Freedom of the Sons of God, JehovahÕs Witnesses claimed that 1975 marked the 6000-year 
point since the creation of man. They believed that the last 1000 years would begin that year. 1975 came and went. 
Just like previous failed predictions in 1844, 1874, 1914, and 1925 there was a period of disillusionment. In 1976, 
JehovahÕs Witnesses underwent a major reorganization, limiting the power of the President. In fact, from 1976 
forward, all decisions that effect the entire body of JehovahÕs Witnesses have been made by a three-person 
committee. A new practice refraining from date setting on the LordÕs return has been put into practice. While 
JehovahÕs Witnesses believe the end of the world is imminent, they may have learned their lesson from setting 
ÒhardÓ dates. All their publications make sure to have Òwiggle roomÓ in order to back off a failed prediction.

Questions for Discussion:

1.     What is the JehovahÕs Witness position on blood transfusions?

2.     In what way do JehovahÕs Witnesses twist Old and New Testament passages to back up their doctrine on 
blood transfusions?

3.     Besides scripture, what are some other methods JehovahÕs Witnesses use in order to discourage blood 
transfusions?

4.     How soon do JehovahÕs Witnesses believe Armageddon will come?

5.     When Jesus did not return outwardly/visibly in 1874, how did Russell explain away the failed 
prediction?

6.     What are some of the things that would take place in 1914, according to Russell?
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7.     What is the first date Rutherford used to predict the end of the world?

8.     In order to ÒproveÓ the urgency of the end times, what did Rutherford build in California?

9.     Who did he deed the property to?

10.What happened to this property? What was the reasoning of the Watchtower Society behind this 
decision?

11.What has been the general view toward Òdate settingÓ by the JehovahÕs Witnesses since 1975?

12.What has happened to the JehovahÕs Witness organization after each failed prediction?
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